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ters of social, philosophical, or religious concern were brought up. At such times he was always listened to with interest, and easily held his own among eloquent, wise, instructed men. None were brighter, wittier, heartier, or more suggestive than he, always frank, always sparkling. He was a member of the first transcendental coterie that met in Cambridge, the nucleus of all future organizations.
The first meeting of the Transcendental Club was at his house, on the 19th of September, 1836. There were present, beside the host, R. W. Emerson, F. H. Hedge, C. Francis, J. F. Clarke, and A. B. Alcott. It was a preliminary meeting, to see how far it might be possible for earnest minds to meet and communicate their thoughts without formality. At the second meeting, O. A. Brownson and C. A. Bartol were present. At that time theology was a theme of general interest and discussion. Dr. Beecher, Andrews Norton, Dr. Channing, were names on all lips. Mr. Emerson, in December, gave the first of a series of lectures in Boston, the subjects being "History," "Art," "Science," " Literature," " Politics," " Religion," " Society," " Trades and Professions," " Man-" TCtliins " " The Present Ap-e" (two lent. p. 189.ch gave birth to nature, and conse- were pronounced dangerous. How far they were alteredd For-             G.  B-
